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filiation very seriously ; so seriously as to reject not only
the claims of that almost undisguised tempter Desire, and
that thinly disguised one Self-Interest, but* (a~~tempter
whose disguise is so good that most people hardly ever
penetrate it at all and, if they do, suffer the sincerest
remorse afterwards) Right Conduct, or action according
to the recognized rules.

From this point of view I could see that anyone who
asked for rules, in order to obtain from them instruction
how to act, was clinging to the low-grade morality of
custom and precept. He was trying to see only those
elements in the situation which he already knew how to
deal with, and was shutting his eyes to anything which
might convince him that his ready-made rules were not
an adequate guide to the conduct of life.

Rules of conduct kept action at a low potential, because
<they involved a certain blindness to the realities of the
situation. If action was to be raised to a higher potential,
the agent must open his eyes wider and see more clearly
the situation in which he was acting. If the function of
history was to inform people about the past, where the
past was understood as a dead past, it could do very little
towards helping them to act; but if its function was to
inform them about the present, in so far as the past, its
ostensible subject-matter, was incapsulated in the present
and constituted a part of it not at once obvious to the
untrained eye, then history stood in the closest possible
relation to practical life.

I am not talking about scissors-and-paste history.    In
the kind of history that I am thinking of, the kind I have
been practising all my life, historical problems arise 01
practical problems.    We study history in order tc
more clearly into the situation in which we are c
r upon to act.    Hence the plane on which, ultimate"